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F it be ſaid, that Mex are bound to be ruled by their Go- 
vernors in deter mining what Things are lawful, and what 
not) to this it is anſwered, No true Proteftant can ſwear 
blind Obedience to Church-Governors in all Things. It is 
the higheſt Vſurpation to rob Men of the Liberty of their 

Judg ments. That which we plead for azainft the Papiſts, 
i5, That all Men have Eyes in their Heads as well as the 
Pope, That every one hath a jadicium private diſcre- 
tionis, which is the Rule of Practice, as ro himſelf. Stil- 
lingflzet's Iren. p. 118. 
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T H E 
Liberty of Private Judgment, &c. 
t THess. V. 21. 


Prove all Things. 


V conſidering theſeWords in their 
Connection with the foregoing 
Verſe; wherein the Apoſtle ex- 
horts them aut to deſpiſe Propheſy. 
ings, it ſeems very likely there 
| were two particular Parties, both 
running to Extremes, which abounded in the 
Church of Chriit at Tyeſſalonica; which St. 
Paal er.Jeavours to ſet right. Some, through 
the Ignorance, or Careleſſneſs, or Vicioufneſs 
of the Preachers; or through the Pride and 
Vanity of their own Minds, as thinking them. 
felves above Iaſtroction, were inchned to 
throw off all Regard to the Miniſtry of rhe 
Word; to caſt Contempt on the Difpenſers 
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of Goſpel Truths; and conſequently to forſake 
the aſſembling themſelves together for publick Wor- 
ſhip. Others taken with the affected Gravity, 
and ſeeming Zeal and Earneſtneſs of the Preach- 
er; being Well-mcaning, tho? wege Perſons ; 
were for encouraging and following all with- 
out Diſtinction, that came in the Name of 
GOD, and ſet themſelves up for Miniſters 
of CHRIST IESVUS. Dangerous are the 
Conſequenees of either Extreme. The one, 
viz, deſpiſing Propheſyings, naturally tends 
to keep Men ignorant of the great Truths of 
Chriſtianity; to give them by Degrees mean 
Thoughts of the Religion of the Goſpel; to 
throw off at length their Profeſſion of Faith 


in CuRISTIESVUSs; to make them Deiſts, 


Seepticks; and it is well, if it doth not termi- 
nate in Atheiſes ar laſt, The other, amel), 


making no D#fſerence between Preachers, but 


giving heed equal to all that take upon them 
the Miniſterial Office, is the neceſſary Parent 


of Ficxleneſs and Unſteadineſs of Mind, in 


Matters of Religion; and will zuavoidably 


lead unto all Manner of Deluſion and Error; 


Saperſiition and Enthuſiaſm; which is often 
worſe than no Religion at all. To both 
which Parties our iaſpired Author propoſeth 
the Advice contained in the Text, Prove all 
Things, g. d. as I would not have you de- 
ipiſe all Propheſyings in the general, fo 


arither would I have you hearken to every 


Spirit 


Li. 


Spirit without Trial; and receive all Things 
that go under the Name of Prophecy. 
Should you raſhly rejeQ all Propheſying, you 
would turn your. Back upon good as well as 
bad; ſhould you receive all, you would be 
liable ro be ſeduced and led aſtray into 
Error. Obſerve therefore this Rule, examine 


and prove all Things you hear. ; 


THE Propoſition I ſhall advance as the 
Subject of my Diſcourſe from theſe. Words; 
is this. ; 
LIIERTY of Private Judgment in 
Matters of Religion, is a Right inherent 
in, and ſhould be duly exereiſed by every Chriſ- 
tian Profeſſor. ; | 


| Tars Doctrine is of the 14 Moment 
and Importance to us, as we are Proteſtants, 
and as we are Diſſenters. On the Truth of 
it, is founded our Separation from the Church 
of Rome; and without it, we ean never vindi- 
cate our withdrawing ourſelves from the 
eſtabliſned Modes of Worſhip in this King» 
dom, from the Charge and Guilt of Schiſi, 
which hath been many a Time injuricuſly 
fixed upon us, by ſome whoſe Zee! for the 
Church, hath gone beyond their Knowledge. 
I cannot therefore think it an unneceſſary 
Trouble, if I endeavour, thro? Divine Aſſiſt- 
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ance, to ſet this Doctrine in a clear Light; 
to explain, prove, and improve it. 


261 x ſpeaking to this Argument my Me- 
thod ſhall be this. L . 


© Firſt, ISRATL L briefly explain, in or- 
der to prevent all Miſunderſtanding, what 
that private Judgment is, which every Chriſ- 
tian Profeſſor, is ſuppoſed to have the Li- 
bert) of. | . 


Secondly, 1 SHA L prove that the Liberty 
of private Judgment is a Right inherent in, 
and ſhould be duly exerciſed by every Chriſ- 
tian Profeſſor. | 


Thirdly. I SHALL offer ſome Directions 
as to the Way and Manner, this private ſudg- 
ment ought to be exerciſed in. 


Firſt. T SHALL briefly explain, in or- 
der to prevent all Miſunderſtanding, what 
that private Judgment is, which every Chriſ. 
tian Profeſſor is ſuppoſed to have the Li- 
berty of. I am ſenſible this Point hath been 
carried too far, and ſome under Pretence of 
Liberty of private Judgment, have run to the 

reateſt Extravagancies. I Would therefofe 


obſerve. | 
"I . 7 1 Firft, | 
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Firſt. Tram no private Chriſtian hath 5 
any Right to judge fer another, what be is 


to believe, or what he is to do. We are 
not to take upon? us to dictate to our fellow 
Chriſtians, Articles of Faith, or Rules of 
Practice, This certainly would ſoon bring 
the utmoſt Confuſion into the Chriſtian 
World, For the fame Reaſon thar I have 
to give Laws to another, that other hath 
to give Laws to me. We all ſtand upon the 
ſame Level in this Reſpect. GOD is the 
ſupreme, and our common LORD and 
GOVERNOR, To him alone doth it ap- 
pertain to preſcribe Laws for human Con- 
duct in Matters. of Religion. It is an En- 
croachment upon his Prerogative, for any 
Chriſtian a«thoritatively to pronounce to his 
Brother, This are you to believe, and This 
to disbelieve; This muſt you de, and This 
muſt you let alone. 


Secondly, No private Chriſtian hath any 
Right to fit in Judgment upon, and to con- 
cemn another for aifering in his Sentiments 
from him. He is not to judge hardly of, and 
pronounce Sentence upon a Chriſtian Neigh- 
bour and Brother, becauſe he doth nor 
believe as he believes, nor act as he 


acts. 
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'- DI1yryFEXENCES in Opinion and Prac- 

| tice, as to Matters of Religion, have always 
been in the Chriſtian Church. And conſi- 
dering the different Genius ꝭ of Men's Minds; 
their different Ways of Education, their 
different Intereſts and Tempers, it is im- 
poflible it ſhould be otherwiſe. So that it is 
@ Thing juſtly queſtionable, whether there 
are two Men in the World, that think 
exactly alike in every Point of Chriſtianity. 
They may agree on a particular ſer of Words 
and Phraſes, which ſhall be by Conſent, the 
eſtabliſhed Standard of Orthodoxy, but when 
they come to explain themſelves, and talk 
in their owa Words, and uſe their ows Ex- 
preſſions, we find no ſuch Agreement an 
Harmony. 
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SOME Principles indeed there are, which 
in their natural Conſequence appear to un- 
dermine the Foundations of all Religion. 
Theſe Principles appeating 7hus to us, we 
cannot but look upon them pernicious and 
fatal. And it is a part of Chriſtian Chari- 
ty, if poſſible, to put a Stop to them; to 
uſe all the rational Methods that lie in our 
Power, to ſhew their Evil and Danger; 
and to draw off thoſe from them, who 
have imbibed them. Bur theſe Principles 
may appear in another Gueſs View to thoſe 
who hold them, They may not fee their 

Fatal 


* a 


fatal Conſequences ; and their Practice very 


often ſhews, that they are not infloenced 
by them. And tho? their Practice ſhould 


be agreeable ro their Principles, provided 


it be not moforioufly vicious and immoral, 
we cannot tell what Allowances ought to 
be made, and what Allowances wil be made 
by G OD, for the Weaknels of their Un- 


derſtandings ; for their Præpoſſeſſions and 


Prejudices; for the Temptations that have 
led them thereinto. For us to pronounce 
therefore concerning them, thar they are 


in a damnable State, and to aſſign them 


over to eternal Tor ments, is raſh and un- 
charitable, No ſach Right ot Judgment, 
hath any Chriſtian. | 


BE SLIDES, we ought to conſider, that 


We are fallible Creatures Oar-ſelves, liable 


to Miſtakes : That we are ſubject ro like 


Paſſions and Prejudices with others; and 


therefore, may poſſibly embrace Error for 
Truth, or look upon Truths as Important 


and Fundamental, which are not really ſuch; 


and conſequently, thoſe who differ from us, 
may be in the Right, whilſt we are in the 


Wrong; or may not err ſo fatally, as we 
imagine them to do. For us therefore to 


judge and condema them abſolutely, and 


© 
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without Mercy, is laying claim to a Title, 


which, I am fure, we ſhould be aſhamed 
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to uſurp, vir. of being infallible. In ſhorr, 
we are aj} to give Account of Our-felves 


to GOD; who knows the Springs and 


Principles; the Motives and Ends of all our 
Actions; Who car, and will, make a Diffe- 


rence between Men, and Things; and paſs 


an impartiul, and righteous Judgment upon 
all, St. Paul hath fer this Matter in the 
cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Light, Romans iv. 
1. 2. 3. &. Him that is weak in the Faith, 
receive ye, but not to doubtful Diſputations. For 


one believeth, that he may eat all Things, ano- 


ther, who is weak, eateth Herbs, Let not him 
that eateth, deſyiſe him that eateth not, and let 
not him that eateth not, judge him that eateth ; 


for GOD bath received him. Mh art thou, 
- that Jaageſt another Mans Servant? To his onn 


Maſter be ſtandeth or falleth, Tea, he ſhall be 
holden up, for GOD is able to make him ſtand, 
Oze Man effeemeth one Day above another, ano- 


tber efteemeth every Day alike, Let every Man 
be fully perſmaded in bis own Mind, He that 


regardeth a Day, regardeth it unto the Lord, 
aud ſie that regardeth not the Day, to the Lord 


ati not regard it. He that eateth, eateth 


to the Lord, for he giveth GOD Thanks, and 


he that eateth not, to the Lord ho eateth nor, 


and gideth G O D Thanks. ver. 16. Why deft 


thou judge thy Brother ? Or why doſt thou ſet at 


nong ht thy Brother? For we ſhall all ſtand be- 


fore the Judgment. Seat of CARIST. Sa 
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then every one of us ſhall give an Account of 


himſelf to GOD. Was this DireQ;on and 
Arguing of the Apoſtle, more conſidered and 
followed, we ſhould have more Peace and 
Quietneſs, than hath been, in the Chriſtiaa 
World. 


Thiraly. EVE RV Chriſtian hath a Right 
of ſearching and determining for him/elf, 
What he ought to believe, and how to act, 


in Things relating to Religion. His Can- 
Tcience is independant of a human Autho- 
rity. No Man, or Body of Men, though _ 


compoſed of ever ſo wiſe and learned and 
pions Perſons, have any Power to imp:ſe Ar- 
ticles of Faith, or Rules of religious Con- 


duct upon him. He is to examine 4d Doc- 


trines himſelf, and according as upon Exa- 
mination he finds them, he may embrace 


or rejeft them, No Chriſtian is to have 
Creeds made for him, whoſe Articles he is 


bound to believe, whether he can ſee them 


well-grounded, or no: Nor is he obliged to 


follow any Modes of Divine Worſhip, which 


he doth not ſee GOD to recommend, and 


direct to, tho? all the Azthority upon Earth 
enjoyn him to it. His own Conſcience is 
ro be his Guide, which he muſt take Care 
to rightly inform, in the t Manner he 


can. 
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I I proceed 


| Secondly, To prove that this Liberty of 
private Judgment is a Right inherent in, 
and ought ro be duly exerciſed by every 


_ Chriſtian Profefſor; and I believe this 
will appear evident from the following Con- 


ſiderat ions. 


Firſt. THE natural Powers and Faculties, 
which GOD hath given every Man, by 
which he is enabled to judge thus for him- 
ſelf, elearly ſhew that he hath an inherent 
Right, and is bound in Duty fo to do. 


H 4 p not a Chriſtian a Capacity of judg- 
ing for himſelf; had not GOD by Nature 
qualified and furniſhed him for it, we could 
not imagine that it was expected of him, 
or that he had a Right ſo to do. Infants and 
Ideots therefore are excluded out of the 
preſent Argument, They, to be ſure whilſt 
they arc ſuch, cannot poſſibly ſearch and exa- 
mine, what is proper for them to believe 
or disbelieve, to do or let alone. We are 
ſpeaking of adult Perſons, grown up to 
Years of Diſcretion, and who have the 7:ght 
Uſe of their Reaſon. Such as theſe are 
able, by their rational Faculties, to enquire 
into and diſcern the Differences of Things; 
to diſtinguiſn Truth from Error; and a» 
| ES as 106 
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ſee what is fitting for them to act, and what 
to avoid, | 


AND can we think Almighty G OD 
would vouchſafe to his Creatures ſuch gata- 
ral Capacities, and not permit and require 
the free Uſe and Exerciſe of them? Hath 
our common, all-wiſe, and gracious Creator 
given us the Light of Reaſon; and yet ex- 
pect we ſhould walk Hood-wink'd and blind- 
fold where our Leaders ſhould carry us? Is 
not this in effect to aſſert GOD hath given 
us theſe noble Natures in vain? Hath made 
us reaſonable Creatures, in order to act like 
irrational Brutes? For wherein is that Man 
preferable to a Brute, that doth not exerciſe 
his rations! Powers; that will not direct 
himſelf by the Light of his own Mind, bur 
gives up himſelf entirely to the Guidance 


and Conduct of another: 


Secondly, Ir will farther appear, that 
every Chriſtian hath a Right, and ought to 
judge for himſelf in Matters of Religion, if 
we conſider that Rule, which GOD hath 
given him to form his Conduct by; which 


1s ſo eaſy and ſo plain, as that every Chriftian 5 


hath it in his Power to uſe it, /o far as to 
attain the end for which it was given, viz. 
Life and Salvation, "FM 


THE 


(ein 
Tux Scripture Revelation, which chaſks 
out to us the only true Road to Happineſs, 
is adapted to the Capacities of al! Chriſtians. 
The Truths there divulged to be zeceſſarily 
believ'd and practis'd, are laid down in the 
plaineſt and cleareſt Manner, Say not is thine 
Heart, Who (ball aſcend into Heaven? That is to 
bring CaR1sT down from above, or who ſhall 
deſcend intothe Deep? That 1s to bring up CHRIST 
again from the Dead. The Word is nigh thee, even 
in thy Mouth and in thine Hcart; That is the Mord 
of Fauth which we preach, that if thou ſhalt con. 
Feſs with thy Mouth the Lord IESVUsSs, and ſhalt 
believe in thine Heart, that G O D hath raiſed him 
from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Rom, x. 


6. 7. 


Hap GOD new ig the Revelation he 
hath given of his Mind and Will to the 
World, calculated the Contents of it parely for 
the Wiſe and Learned? Had he delivered 
ſuch Doctrines zeceſſarily to be believed as 
exceeded the reach of common Capacities; or 
ſuch Rules of Practice as they could not por- 
bly underſtand, we might then conclude he 
deſigned not the Scriptures for the Uſe of the 
Vulgar; nor that any bur Scholars ſhould 
judge of the Truths therein contained. But 
foraſmuch as GOD intended the Scripture 
Revelation for the Benefit of the poor and 
unlearned, and hath made every Point of 


E 
neceſſary Doctrine and Practice, level to their 
Apptehenſions, it is a plain Proof, that GO D 
deſigned every Chriſtian ſhould judge for 
himſelf in Matters of Religion. And Ican- 
not ſee how any Chriſtian can anſwer rhe 
End of GOD, in giving ſo plain a Reve- 
lation, that will not be at the Pains of 
ſearching into, and examining himſelf, the 
Truths there revealed; and ſee with his 
own Eyes, what is Good, and what the 


Lord his GOD requireth of him; but in- 
ſtead of this, will yield an imnplicit Faith 


and Obedience to others ; will take every 


Thing upon Truſt from them ; will be- 

lieve juſt ſo much as, and no more, than 

they will have him believe; and, like a 

Child in Leading Strings, will Walk juſt 
the very Path they carry him in. 


Thirdly, Nor only the Matare of the Re- 
velation GOD hath given Mankind, which 
is ſo plain and perſpicuous, as to be obvious 
to common Capacities, but allo the great 
Encouragement, nay, the expreſs Command, 
which GOD herein gives to every Chriſtian 
to judge for himſelf, evidenceth, that it is 
the Right and Duty of all ſo to do. GOD 
would have given no Man a7 Encourage» 
ment to What he knew he had ao Right 
unto, nor enjayned him any Thing which 
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was got his Duty to do. The Queſtion 


then 
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then is, hath GOD given in the Goſpel 


Revelation, all Chriſtians Encouragement to 
judge eac one for himſelf in Matters of Re- 
ligiun? I ſhould be loath ro encourage 
you, my Brethren, to any Thing, withour 

oundation in the Word of GOD: You 
{ſhall therefore ſee with your own Eyes, and 
judge for your-ſelves, whether I have nor 
reaſon to aſſert what I do. Matt. vii. 15. 
Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in 


' Sheeps Cloathing, bat inwardly they are raven- 


ons Wolves: Je fall know them by their Fruits. 
This Caution is given by our Saviour to 
the Maliitades, who attended to hear his 
Preaching from the Mount, and evidently 
ſuppoleth they had a Rg of judging for 
themſelves, of the Truth of the Doc- 
trines, which they heard. How could 
they be exhorted otherwiſe to beware of 


falſe Prophets? How could our Lord 


_ otherwiſe tell them, they might kzow thoſs 


falſe Prophets, by their Fruits? Again, 


John v. 39. Our Lord refers the Truth of his 


Divine Miſſion, to the private Judgment of 


the Jews, grounded on the ſerious Cunſide- 


ration of the Old Teſtament Prophecies. 
Search, ſays he, the Scriptæres, for in them ge 
think ye have eternal Life, and they are they 
which teſtify of me. Rom.xiv. 5. Let every 


Man be fully perſwaded in his own Mind. i. e. 
With reſpe& to his religious Conduct and 


Behaviour. 


TT 
Behaviour. But how is it poſſible for a 
reaſonable Creature to be ſo, without exa- 
mining and weighing Doctrines in his own 
Mind afore; hand? r Jobs, iv. 1. Beloved, 
believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, 
whether they are of God. i. e. Give not 
Crédit to every Perſon that comes to you, 
with a Pretence of being inſpired by the 
Spirit of GOD; but examine their Pre- 
tences and Doctrines, and ſee whether 
they are worthy of GOD or no; whe- 
ther you can reaſonably conclude the Per- 
ſons under the Influence of the Divine Spi- 
rit, or a Spirit of Deluſion and Error. 


HERE ow is /uficient Encouragement, 
a Power plainly enough given to all Chriſ- 

tians to judge for rhemjelves in religious 
Matters, 


Fourthly, Tame Fallibility of Miniſters : 
the Miſtakes thoſe are liable to, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to diſpenſe rhe Truths of 
GOD, it confidercd, will evidence the 
Kight and Duty of every Chriſtian, ro judge 
for biz{clf in Matters of Religion, 


AL As! Chriſtians, your Miniſters are 
fallible Creatures like yourſelves : They have 
their Treaſare in earthen Veſjels: They are 
frail and corrap? as well as others: They 


GC have 
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have Paſſions to ruffle and diſcompoſe their 
Minds, which frequenti) darken their Un- 
derſtandings, and give a wrong Biaſs to 
their Judgments; They have Prejudices 
to encounter with, which they have im- 

bibed from the Method of Education they 
have been uſed to; falſe Principles they 
have many Times ſuck'd in from their 
Maſters and Tutors, which oſten ſtick to 
them as Jong as they live. The World 
too Often hath too great an Aſcendant over 
them, and their Temporal Intereſt frequently 
ſways too much with them. 


AND ſhall Men thus ſubject to be in- 
fuenc'd by Paſſions, to be gaided by Pre- 
judice, to be 2overned by worldly Intereſt ? 
Shall ſuch as hee be looked upon as au— 
thorized by GOD to dictate Things, which 
are to be received without Examination? 
Can we imagine GOD hath given them 
Dominion over the Faith and Practice of 
their fellow-Chriſtians? Muſt their Sayings 
F be received as fo many Oracles? Surely 
1 5 Perſon of any Conſideration can think 
| 0. | 


WEN R Miniſters indeed infallible ? Were 
we aſſured they had the Spirit of GOD / 
Far as to be guided by it unto / Truth, 
and preſerve them from 4 Error? Could 


we 


E 


we be certain that they were 4winely in. 
ſpir'd like the Apeftles, we might then wich 
Jome Reaſon give up ourſelves to their Di- 
rection, and regulate our Faith and Prac- 
tice, without any Fears; according ro their 
Determination. Though, 6 the Way, we 
find the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles re- 
nouncing all claim to any Dominion over 
the Faith of Chriſtians, 2 Cer. 1. 24; as 
alſo the primitive Converts to Chriſtianity 
ſo far frem yielding an wplicit Faith and 
Obedience to. inſpired Preachers, that they 
took upon them to examine their Doctrines 
by the Scriptures, in order to ſee whether 
they were agreeable to the Word of GOD 
or no; and ſo far are they from being blames 
for this Freedom, that they are recorded 
with Honour for Imitation, As xvii. 11. 
Theſe were more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, 
in that they received the Word with all Readi- 
neſs of Mina, and ſearched the Scriptures 
daily, whether theſe Things were 2 


I proceed. 


Thirdly, To offer ſome Directions as 
to the Hay and Manner in which this private 
Judgment ſhould be exerciſed by a Chriſtian, 
And would you, my Brethren, ſo vie the 
Right GOD hath given you; ſo diſcharge 
the Duty GOD hath made incymbent 

C-2 upon 
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upon you, & to find out and embrace the 


Truth, then 


Fir ſt. BER meek and humble, enter- 
tain low Thoughts of your-ſelves, endea- 
vour to be affected with the natural Blind- 
nets and Darkneſs of your Underſtandings. 
A Senſe of that will make you careful and 
diligent in your Examination of Things, 
and cautious what you receive. And real- 
ly we have abuzaant Reaſon to be thus 
modeſt. Our natural Light, ſince the firſt 
fatal Apoſtacy, is under a ſtrange Eclipſe ; 


and we are general more inclined to be 
governed by Intereſt and Paſſion, than by 


right Reaſon, We ſhould therefore have 


a Jealouſy over ourſelves, and be afraid, 
Teſt our i- bred Corruptions ſhould gain the 
Aſcendant, and carry us away, like an im- 


petuous Torrent, out of the Paths of Truth, 
Such a modeſt, humble Opinion of _our- 
ſelves will make us /aboriows and deliberate 
in our Searches; will always keep us open 
to Conviction, and ready to receive Nw 


Light trom whatever Quarter it comes. 


Hence it is the wiſe Man exhorts his Son 


not to be wiſe in bis own Eyes, Prov. iii. 7. 


which Exhortation, St. Paul thought fo 


Proper and reaſonable, as to repeat it 


to the believing Romans : Be not wiſe in 


Jour Own Concells, Rom, XII. 16. Pride | 


and 


CO I 


and Self-conceit hurries a Man on to em- 
| brace Opinions without proper, previous Con- 


ſideration. The Man fall of himſelf, of his 
own Senſe and Parts, will not give himſelf 
the Time, nor be at the Trouble and Pains, 
of diving to the Bottom of Things: He 
entertains Principles commonly as they appear 
to him on firſt View, which is often very 
deceitful; and once he hath taken up a 
Notion, his Pride commonly makes him a 
Bigot to it; all the Reaſon that can be of- 


fered will have little or no effect upon him; 
he thinks it beneath him to renounce 


what he hath ozce embrac'd: And foraſmuch 


as Pride is what the LORD greatly hates, 


*tis no wonder that GOD in Jadement 
gives up ſuch an one to follow his own 
vain Fancies and Imaginations. Whereas 
the hamble, modeſt Enquirer after Truth, 
hath the Promiſe of GOD, that he will 


direct and aſſiſt him in his Enquiries, 


Plalm xxx. 10. The meek will he guide in 


Judgment, the meek mill he teach his Way, 


Secondly, E XNDEAVOUR to free your 


Minds from all paff Prepoſſeſſions and 


Prejudices: Let Truth be the ſole End of 
your Enquiries; and be willing and reſol- 


ved to embrace it, when found, let it 
"coſt what it will, 


— TER 


1 


THERE are but few perhaps, if any, 


but what are prepoſſeſs'd in Favour © 


ſome Doctrines and Opinions, and prejudi- 
ced againſt others. What from the early 
Care of our Parents, in inſtilling what they 
thought to be the Truth into our Minds; 


what from learning in our Youth a received 


Form of Doctrines contained in Catechiſms ; 
what from the Inſtructions of Maſters and 
Tutors, it is a Thouſand to One, but we 
entertain a particular Liking to, and Fond- 
neſs for ſome Notions, and conceive as 
great an Averſion to others; which frequent - 
ly gives ſuch a Biaſs and Turn to our Minds, 
as to render us liable to be kept in Error as 
long as we live, | 


. I Wovrp not fo far be miſunderſtood, 
as to be thought to blame the pious Care 
of Parents in forming the Minds of their 


Children, nor yer wholly to run down 
the Uſe of Catechiſms: No! For certain 2 


Parent ought to inform his Offspring of 
what he apprehends to be the Truth. It 15 


his Duty to train them up according to the 


beſt of his Fadgment in the Nurture and Ad- 
monition of the LORD. And a Child dowtt- 


leſs ſhould pay a great Regard to the In- 
ſtructions he hath received from his pious 


Parents, and not haſtily depart from the. 


Way of Religion he hath be en brought up in. 


Catechi m 


C0 1 
Catechiſms alſo, when they are accommoda- 
red to the Capacities of Children, are cer- 
tainly very beneficial, and have been of 
Service to the religious Conduct of many a 
Chriſtian, when grown up. But both Pa- 
rents Inſtructions, and Catecherical Exerci- 
ſes, are too apt to prejudice Children in 
Favour of them, ſo as to make them ob- 
ſtinate in the Principles they have been bred 
up in; and unwilling and angry to hear any 


Thing, tho? ever fo calmly and ſoberly, ur- 


ged againſt them. And foraſmuch as all 
Parents, how pious and learned ſoever, are 
liable to, and doubtleſs guilty of, many Miſ- 
rakes; and all Catechiſms are the Compo- 
ſures of fallible Men, and many Miſtakes 
perhaps may be found in every one: An 
obſtinate Attachment both to one and the 
other will zeceſſarily keep a Man in Error. 
When a Perſen comes to Years of Diſcreti- 
on, and is capable of ſrarching into the 
Truth of Things himſeif, if ever he would 
receive any ſolid Satisfaction in the Enjoy- 
ment of the Truth, he {ſhould re-examine 
the DoQtrines freely and impartially, which 
his Parents have inculcated upon him, or 
which he hath learnt out of his Catechiſm; 
he ſhould endeavour himſelf ro ſee their 
Agreement with right Reaſon, and the Rule 
of GO D's Word; otherwiſe it is more than 
probable he will live and die a Stranger to many 

i. Truths, 


v 
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Truths, which it would have been greatly 
| ſerviceable to him to have known, To give 
you an Inſtance of the il effects of Prejudi- 
ces imbibed from Education, let us conſider 
the Jewiſh Nation: They had been inſtruct- 
ed by their Parents and Teachers, to under- 
ſtand that Deliverance and Salvation, which 
they earneſtly expected from their MESS IA, 
af a Temporal Deliverance; of Salvation 
from the Power and Tyranny of the Ro- 
mans, under which they groaned. What 
was the Conſequence of this Prepoſſeſſion ? 
fatal enough! For want of ſearching duly and 
impartially into the Writings of the Prophets 
themſelves, they continued in their Error. 
Their MES SIA came at the apporntea 
Time, and the Time they expected him in. 
But his Appearance not ſuiting ther pre. con- 
_ ceived Notions of him, they did not receive 
bim; they perſecuted him; and with wicked 
Hands crucified and fl:w him; and through 
their Unbelief received no Benefit and Ad- 
vantage by him. 1 


Thirdly, LE r the Scripture Revelation 
be the Subject of your dall) Reading and 
Study, Galt not your Bibles aſide as Books 
of no Signiticancy and Value; eternal Truths 
are. there Contained; and all our religious 
Conduct muſt be formed on the Plan zhereiz 
laid down ; every Thing we are, to 225 

| CINE 
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and whatever we are to do, with reſpect to 
GO D, his Worſhip and Service, is to be 
found there, There we read of Fuths re- 
garding our religious Behaviour, that 
unaſſiſted Reaſon could never have arrived 
to the Knowledge of; Truths of the utmoſt _ 
Moment and Importance, relaring ro our. 
preſent Demeanour and future Happineſs. _ 
There we have the Aſſurance of a reconcile- 
able GOD, chro' a crucified Saviour; 
the Certaznty of all proper and ſufficient Grace 
to enable us to comply with the Terms of 
Salvation; and of a future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments. Theſe are Truths 
to be certainly known only by Revelation, 
and the other Things that reſpect Religion, 
(I mean moral Virtue and Goodneſs) though 
they way be diſcovered by a right. Uſe of our 
natural Powers and Faculties, ver the expli- 
cir Knowledge of them would coſt more Time | 
and Labour, than oft would care, or could 3 
afford to be at; but in the Scriprure Reve= |{ 
lation they are diſplayed in rhe cleareſt Light. 
_ explain'd into the loweft Capacity, and enforc'd | 
in /ach a Manner, as a rational Agent cannot 


eaſily reſiſt, 


Io the Bible therefore ſhould we make 
- cloſe Application; we ſhould d7ligezl read it, 
and carefully ſtudy it, if ever we deſire to 
make a right judgment in Matters of Reli- _ + ! 
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gion. Perſons may talk of the Power and 
Strength of human Reaſon, and thereby 
endeavour to ſhe the Uſeleſſneſs of the Scrip- 
cure Revelation, but unleſs our Reaſon is 
aſſiſted by the Light there communicated, 
we ſhall, we muſt 2-ceſſarily be in the Dark, 
with reſpeC to a great many Things rela- 
ting to our religious Conduct and Beha- 
viour. 1 5 
Fourthly. BE no Strangers to the Throne 
of Grace for the ezlightexing Influences of 
the Divine Spirit. Beg of G OD, conſt ax:ly 
and /zportuxately that he would beſtow upon 
you his Bleſſed Spirit to guide and direct you 
into the Paths of Truth. r 


NOTWITESTANDIN G all the Care 


and Diligence we are capable of uſing in our 


Searches after Truth; tho? we ſtudy the 
Scriptures ever ſo cloſely, ſuch is our preſent 
State and Condition, that thro? the Weakreſs 
of our Underſtandings, the Influence of Pal- 
{ion and Intereſt, we are apt to embrace 
Eiror for Truth: This every thoughtful and 
conlidering Perſon muſt be ſenſible of. The 
more we know of ourſelves, and the Temper 
of our Minds, the greater ſhall we ſee the 
Need we ſtand in of divine Aid and Aſſiſt- 
ance. The Perſon that thinks his zataral 
Powers and Faculties at this Time of Day in 

eee 


. 
themſelves ſaſſicient to lead him in every 
Reſpect aright, is a Stranger to himſelf; hath 
made no Obſervations on his own Infirmities ; 
nor ever conſidered the manifold, great, and 


various Temptations he is expoſed to, which 
may, and often do lead him aſtray. David 


was as wiſe a Man, as moſt perhaps of the 


human Race, his natural and acquired Parts 
were far from being inconſiderable, as is 
manifeſt from the Pſalms he hath compoſed ; 
yet ſo ſenſible was he of his ImperfeQion and 
Frailty, that he often makes it Matter of his 
earzeſt Requeſt to Almighty GOD, that he 


would enhghten, dire, and teach him. 


Shew me thy Ways, O LORD, teach me thy 
Paths, lead me in thy Truth, and teach me, for 
thou art the G O D of my Salvation, on thee do 
I wait all the Day. Pſalm xxv. 4.5. Teach me 
tby Way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain 
Path, becauſe of mine Enemies, Pſalm xxvil. 11. 
Teach me thy Way, O LORD, I will walk in 
thy Truth, unite my Heart to fear thy Name, 
Pſalm Ixxxvi. 11. And to mention no more, 
Oven thou mine Eyes, that I may behola won- 
drous Things out of thy Law, Pſalm cxix. 
18. | i 


0 Amp the great Reaſon we have to ex? 
pecdt and look for his divine Influences on 
our ſincere Requeſt, ſhould be a ffrong Motive 
e D 2 and 
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1 
and Eneouragement to us to apply to our 
heavenly Father on that Account: It is the 


Advice of an inſpired Apoſtle. James i. 5. 


If any of you lack Wiſdom, let him as of GOD 
who giveth to al Men liber ally, and upbraideth 
ot, and it ſhall be given him. 
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